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Chúc mừng năm mới!
With this greeting, whole Vietnam celebrates the New
Year festival “Tết”. Tết is celebrated from the first to the
third day of the first month based on the Chinese lunar
calendar. And is the most important holiday in Vietnam.
On 16. February 2018, the year of the dog begins.Various
customs and traditions accompany the festival. Based
on ancient traditions “tiền mừng tuổi” is given away,
lucky money in red envelopes. This is meant to bring
wealth and luck in the new year to the recipient and
banish evil spirits. Also the first visitor in the new year
determines luck or misfortune. Therefore, a house
should be entered at Tết only after an invitation. In
companies, for example, the management is often the
first to enter the premises.
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Celebrating Excellence in Our Past

JOHN HENRIK
CLARKE

John Henrik Clarke (born John Henry Clark,
January 1, 1915 – July 12, 1998) is a writer,
historian, Pan-African professor and pioneer in
the creation of African studies and professional
institutions in the academy since the late
1960s. Clarke was Professor of Black and
Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College of
New York University from 1969 to 1986,
where he was the founding chair of the
department. He was also a distinguished
visiting professor of African history, Carter G.
Woodson, at the Center for African Studies
and Research at Cornell University. In 1968, he
founded the African Heritage Studies
Association and the Black Caucus of the
African Studies Association. In his obituary for
Clarke, the New York Times
noted that the activist’s rise to the position of
professor emeritus at Hunter College was
“unusual … without the benefit of high school,
let alone a doctorate.”

He admitted that “no one said that
Professor Clarke was not an academic
original.” In 1994, Clarke obtained a
doctorate from Western Pacific University
(now Miramar University of California) in Los
Angeles, where he received a bachelor’s
degree in 1992. Standing out during the
Black Power movement in the 1960s, which
began to advocate a kind of black
nationalism, Clarke supported studies of the
African-American experience and the place of
Africans in world history. He challenged the
opinions of university historians and helped
change the way African history is studied and
taught. Clarke was “a scholar dedicated to
repairing what he saw as the systematic and
racist repression and distortion of African
history by traditional scholars.” He accused
his bad guys of having Eurocentric opinions.
In addition to teaching at Hunter College and
Cornell University, Clarke has established
professional associations to support the study
of black culture. He is the founder of Leonard
Jeffries and the first president of the
Association for African Heritage Studies,
which has supported academics in the fields
of history, culture, literature, and the arts. He
was one of the founders of other
organizations that have helped work on black
culture: the Black Academy of Arts and
Letters and the African American Scholarship
Council.

Read more about this post by Fadehan Emmanuel Moore
at 54History.com
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Celebrating Excellence in Our Present

Sharetta McCutcheon has been with VOA
well over 10 years, starting as a DSP before
becoming a Home Manager at our Phoenix
home in 2018. In October 2019, she became
our Nashville area Residential Service
Coordinator – overseeing six homes, their
staff and clients served. While Sharetta
exemplifies VOA’s core values of
Commitment and Compassion daily, when
COVID hit, her leadership abilities simply
went into overdrive. She has been able to
keep her homes staffed safely, ensured PPE,
managed staff anxieties, and didn’t skip a
beat when it came to her normal job duties.
She also led by example and received the
first vaccine dose on Jan. 28th (and still
encourages her staff to do so). We are so
lucky to have such a stabilizing leader here in
Middle Tennessee Developmental Disability
Services!
Tim Delaney, VP DDS

Sharetta
McCutcheon

Terry Graham is definitely a hero in my eyes.
Terry has been with VOA since 2013 and has
been the home manager at Pebble Creek for
6 years. Terry ensures that Bobby, Todd, and
Mike are treated as individuals, and not
clients. He provides all of the needed
support to ensure that all of their needs are
met. He works so diligently to ensure that
he instills this individualism in his staff as
well. He has built a great team of people
who care for the guys as their own family
and who fiercely advocate for them. Terry
has learned how to replicate his talent for
advocacy and compassion in all of his team
members. Lastly, Terry knows the meaning
of leading by example and was the first
Home Manager to sign up for the COVID-19
vaccine!
Kim Caballeros, Senior Director
Clark & Floyd County Indiana

Terry Graham
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Celebrating Excellence in Our Present

Donita Wickliffe
Donita started working with us back in September of 2010. She was employed to work 1:1 with
two individuals, June and Nick. And she did a great job with both of them. In May of 2012 we
were supporting a person, Travis in one of our 24/7 homes. Travis has a lot of really great qualities
about him that people really admire. And he also presents some challenges in other ways –
especially living in a house with him. We had tried three different combinations of roommates
over a number of years, and none of them worked out! Everyone that knew him well said that
Travis needed to be the only person with a label of disability living in a household. So we decided
to find someone who would take Travis into their life and house, and provide a home for him.
While the lady at our local State office told me that this model wouldn’t “work with someone like
Travis,” I told her that what we were doing wasn’t working either! That is where Donita comes in.
She had heard me talking of what I wanted to find for Travis and she said she wanted to try it. I
told her to take him into her family’s house for 4 months and see how it worked. Well – it’s been
nearly 9 years later and I cannot begin to explain the huge difference Donita and her family have
made in Travis’ life!! He is truly included, and loved by not only Donita, her husband, their
children (two of whom were living in the house at the time Travis moved in), but also to Donita’s
large extended family. Everyone who knows Donita, now has come to know, and welcome Travis!
Donita has truly made a huge difference in his life and words cannot begin to express the
gratitude we here at VOA have for Donita!!!!
David Block
DDS Clark & Floyd County Indiana
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Program Celebrations
T-Shirt Friday’s-Every Friday
during the month of February,

TRIVIA WINNERS

rock your best t-shirt that
displays or represents social
justice, racial justice, diversity,
Black or African American
culture!
Decorate ARS-I will be onsite
this Saturday putting up boards
and decorating with posters.

Lunch time Chats-Every
Friday at noon, I’ll have
lunch on 2nd street in the
Orange Room with any staff
that want to take part in a
“Lunch and Chat”. Each
lunch hour will have a topic
surrounding Black people
and cultural significance in
our own environment. Join
me! Bring your lunch and
join in the discussion in
person or on Zoom. You
don't want to miss this
conversation!
Email ShreetaW@voamid.org to
get the Zoom information if you
would like to participate.

BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH IN
ADDICTION
RECOVERY
SERVICES

Rina Jackson
Elizabeth Cooper
Kayelynn Norrod-Valdez

CONGRATULATIONS!
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CELEBRATING
BLACK HISTORY
All month we will celebrate
our past and our present in
each issue of The Voice. We
will highlight a past hero and
a present frontline staff who
is black and has shown up in
an extraordinary way during
the difficulties of 2020. We
will highlight three frontline
staff each week so send me

Answer the three questions below

an email at ritaf@voamid.org

correctly and email to Rita Finnie @

telling me about your
favorite hero and why they
should be featured.

RitaF@voamid.org by Tuesday of the
following week for a chance to be
entered into a drawing to win prizes
like the t-shirts and masks pictured
above.
1. Historian Carter G. Woodson chose

Voice Your Work

February as the month to honor
black history because:
2. True or False, Black History Month is

The Voice is looking for
artists and creative writers to
share their poems and artistic
talents for Black History
Month.

only celebrated in the United
States.
3. Who was the only woman besides
Coretta Scott King on the platform
when MLK gave his "I Have a
Dream" speech in 1963?

If your program is doing some
great diversity and inclusion
work we want to highlight it
in this newsletter.
Please email
ritaf@voamid.org
any work you would like to
share in The Voice.

BLACK
HISTORY
TRIVIA

