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COVID 19 VACCINE JOURNEYS
CARL POWELL
I received my second shot today, 2/12/21. I
thank God, and Jennifer Hancock for working
so diligently to ensure that all employees
who want the vaccine have an opportunity to
do so in a timely manner. I felt honored and
privileged to receive my second shot from a
longtime advocate of VOA Dr. Cecil. I didn’t
experience any side effects from the first
one other than a sore arm for a couple of
days. And I don’t have any reason to think
that this one will not be the same. It’s been
just like taking the flu shot, for me. Don’t let
fear, any form of prejudice, or politics block
your blessing. I see the virus as God’s
chastisement of the world for sin, the
vaccine is his demonstration of his power
and his desire to bless and care for us if we
would repent.
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Celebrating Excellence in Our Past

Zora Neale Hurston
Born on Jan. 7, 1891, in Notasulga, Alabama,
Hurston moved with her family to Eatonville,
Florida, when she was still a toddler. Her writings
reveal no recollection of her Alabama beginnings.
For Hurston, Eatonville was always home.
Established in 1887, the rural community near
Orlando was the nation’s first incorporated black
township. It was, as Hurston described it, “a city of
five lakes, three croquet courts, three hundred
brown skins, three hundred good swimmers, plenty
guavas, two schools, and no jailhouse.” In
Eatonville, Zora was never indoctrinated in
inferiority, and she could see the evidence of black
achievement all around her. She could look to
town hall and see black men, including her father,
John Hurston, formulating the laws that governed
Eatonville. She could look to the Sunday Schools
of the town’s two churches and see black women,
including her mother, Lucy Potts Hurston, directing
the Christian curricula. She could look to the porch
of the village store and see black men and women
passing worlds through their mouths in the form of
colorful, engaging stories.

By 1935, Hurston–who’d graduated from
Barnard College in 1928–had published
several short stories and articles, as well as a
novel (Jonah’s Gourd Vine) and a wellreceived collection of black Southern folklore
(Mules and Men). But the late 1930s and
early ’40s marked the real zenith of her
career. She published her masterwork, Their
Eyes Were Watching God, in 1937; Tell My
Horse, her study of Caribbean Voodoo
practices, in 1938; and another masterful
novel, Moses, Man of the Mountain, in 1939.
When her autobiography, Dust Tracks on a
Road, was published in 1942, Hurston finally
received the well-earned acclaim that had
long eluded her. That year, she was profiled
in Who’s Who in America, Current Biography
and Twentieth Century Authors. She went on
to publish another novel, Seraph on the
Suwanee, in 1948.
On May 1, 1925, at a literary awards dinner
sponsored by Opportunity magazine, the
earthy Harlem newcomer turned heads and
raised eyebrows as she claimed four awards: a
second-place fiction prize for her short story
“Spunk,” a second-place award in drama for
her play Color Struck, and two honorable
mentions.

Read more about this post by Valerie Boyd on Zora Neale
Hurston's web page
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Housing & Inclusion Case Manager, SSVF
Lexington, KY

The reason I am doing this work is
because Equity & creating safe spaces for
dialogue is necessary in all
organizations, but especially VOA.
Based off of our own principles,
I want to create the change I seek.
DOMINIC
NORWOOD

Tennessee Development Director
Nashville, TN

I am blessed to serve
on the Voices for Equity team to help our
organization and country move forward by
promoting social change
and acceptance for all races,
nationalities, and genders.

RANDY
BROTHERS

Unity House Program Manager
Louisville, KY

I do this work because I want my
colleagues at VOA to feel heard and
supported.

SARAH LITTLE
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Program Support Specialist SSVF
Louisville, KY
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Program Manager, SSVF
Louisville, KY

My God tells me to love all people, no
asterisk, no caveat, love all people and this work
allows me to learn and help others with achieving that
goal.

I want to be a part of the positive change that needs
to happen in our agency so that VOA can live more
fully into its values of Diversity and Justice.

STEVEN
FULLER

JESSA HENRY

Senior Director, VOA Justice
Louisville, KY

I have been working in the justice system for
many years and I have seen the impact of
privilege, racism and inequity. It is everyone’s
responsibility to do what they can and this is one
way I can be responsible.

LIBBY MILLS

Program Assistant, DDS
New Albany, IN

I value the populations we serve and feel rewarded
knowing all of my energy and work go into making lives
better.

ANNA
GIANGRANDE

F
EN
BR
JA
UU
AA
RR
Y Y22002211, , I ISSSSUUEE 42

THE VOICE

Senior Program Manager of
Women’s Addiction Recovery Services

Affiliate Chaplin
Louisville, KY

I’m doing this work because I am hopeful and believe
positive change is possible and is transformational; I
want and am willing to work toward achieving a more
just and equitable world for those we employ and serve.

Louisville, KY

I do this to ensure that I make noise in spaces for those
who feel unheard and unseen; create space at the table for
all marginalized folks!

DONNA TRABUE

SHREETA
WALDON

Sr. Director of Veteran Services
Lexington, KY

Senior Program Manager of
Men’s Addiction Recovery Services
Louisville, KY

I do this work because I believe every person is
valuable and often needs additional support and resources to
achieve their personal goals.

ANDREA RUSSELL

·

I do this work so I can have the knowledge and
the voice to share experiences, uplift
each other, and give support to all of our areas.

ANNE
VANDERVORT
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Housing Specialist for the Family Stabilization
Louisville, KY

Program Manager, HVRP & SSVF
Johnson City, TN

VOA has a diverse workforce and serves a diverse
population, and I have been dismayed at how my
coworkers and clients are treated by some members
of our community---I needed an outlet, a way to
voice my concerns and be heard.

·

I chose this work to educate myself and others
about the complexities of racism, and advance the
issues central to racial justice.

MYSTY
UNDERWOOD

MARY CRAFT

Program Manager, SSVF
Knoxville, TN

I am Married to a Hispanic woman
and I see the injustices she was faced
with when we moved from Texas to
Tennessee.

JERRY BROOKS
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Program Celebrations
T-Shirt Friday’s-Every Friday
during the month of February,
rock your best t-shirt that
displays or represents social
justice, racial justice, diversity,
Black or African American
culture!

Lunch time Chats-Every
Friday at noon, I’ll have
lunch on 2nd street in the
Orange Room with any staff
that want to take part in a
“Lunch and Chat”. Each
lunch hour will have a topic
surrounding Black people
and cultural significance in
our own environment. Join
me! Bring your lunch and
join in the discussion in
person or on Zoom. You
don't want to miss this
conversation!
Email ShreetaW@voamid.org to
get the Zoom information if you
would like to participate.

BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH IN
ADDICTION
RECOVERY
SERVICES

Amber Morton
Sarah Vandall
Roger Hughes
Megan Smith

Trivia Winners
Congratulations!
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CELEBRATING
BLACK
HISTORY
All month we will celebrate
our past and our present in
each issue of The Voice. We
will highlight a past hero and
a present frontline staff who
is black and has shown up in
an extraordinary way during
the difficulties of 2020. We
will highlight three frontline
staff each week so send me
an email at ritaf@voamid.org
telling me about your
favorite hero and why they
should be featured.

Answer the three questions below
correctly and email to Rita Finnie @
RitaF@voamid.org by Tuesday of the
following week for a chance to be
entered into a drawing to win prizes
like the t-shirts, mugs, tumblers, and
masks pictured above. Winners of
previous weeks will not be permitted

Voice Your Work

to win again.

1. What was the Green Book and how

The Voice is looking for
artists and creative writers to
share their poems and artistic
talents for Black History
Month.
If your program is doing some
great diversity and inclusion

was it used?
2. During the times of segregation,
blacks could stay in any hotel in a
specific section for black.
True or False
3. Garrett Morgan is responsible for
which of two inventions?
(a) Traffic light
(b) Gas mask, stop sign
(c) Traffic light, gas mask

work we want to highlight it

(d) cars, bike

in this newsletter.
Please email
ritaf@voamid.org
any work you would like to
share in The Voice.

BLACK
HISTORY
TRIVIA

