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you

offer hope
to veterans
I want to spend
my days helping
people and
bringing them joy.”
- Thomas

Because of you, Thomas was able “I was so vulnerable and depressed. I thought
about killing myself,” admitted Thomas.
to rebuild his life again.
For Thomas, joining the military was a way to
help support his family following his parents’
divorce. He quickly became enamored with the
stability and structure of Army life. A year flew
by, and Thomas continued to climb the ranks.
That all changed after receiving word that his
mother had suddenly, and unexpectedly,
become gravely ill.
He traveled all night to make it home, but
unfortunately was too late. “I didn’t even get
to say goodbye to her. That was a turning
point for me,” Thomas said.
Soon after, he received an honorable discharge
from the Army. He began experimenting
with drugs and entered a life of addiction
and despair.

Knowing he needed help, Thomas started
attending addiction recovery classes and
talking about his trauma at Volunteers of
America’s Veterans Resource Center. With help
and determination, Thomas remained sober
and lived independently for the next 12 years.
However, Thomas began drinking again, and
it affected his employment.
Ultimately, he lost his job and returned to
Volunteers of America for help. Through an
employment program for veterans, Thomas
was able to rebuild his life again. Through this
program, he discovered his passion for helping
others and was offered a job as a driver, picking
up donations for VOA's thrift stores.
Read more about Thomas’ comeback at
voaohin.org/stories/thomas
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transform
lives

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Kathleen
almost lost everything.
“I had gotten into drugs really bad and lost
my job,” Kathleen said. “I was not taking care
of my home and not paying the bills.”

The
pandemic
has taken
a toll on
me, but
I’m trying
to improve
myself.”
- Kathleen
Kathleen started working in the shelter’s kitchen,
preparing and serving meals for her fellow
residents. She greets everyone in line with a smile
on her face and enthusiasm in her voice.

In the fall of 2020, Kathleen had no place to
live. She reached out to Volunteers of
America's shelter and housing facility for help. “This is my home, and the people here are my
family,” Kathleen said. She has remained sober
Kathleen knew she needed to make a drastic
and continues looking for long-term housing.
change to begin rebuilding her life. From the
day she arrived, she began to thrive, even as
Read more about Kathleen at
the pandemic continued.
voaohin.org/stories/kathleen

Because of
mothers thrive!
Thanks to VOA from the bottom of my heart.
This place has impacted my life and truly
changed me. I’m blessed. It has taught me
so many tools, coping and parenting skills.
My daughter is my #1 motivation and
seeing her every day reminds me of
why I want, and have, to stay sober.
Without you, it wouldn’t have been
possible. Thank you!”

- Alyssa
Marvin
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For a full copy of the audited
financial statements, please visit
voaohin.org/financials

Because of
hope is
found here.
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