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People of color are still being gunned down
by the police and racist groups. So I
encourage you, people of color; to keep
fighting this war that is raging around us.
In spite of your fear, in spite of your lack of
faith in the common decency of mankind,
in spite of how weary or tired you
are.....find your voice and use it.

As I awaited the verdict in the George Floyd case, I
became more and more anxious. I prayed that a
guilty verdict would be rendered and when I heard
the verdict I wept. I wept because these12 brave
men and women stood up against this injustice and
declared that it was indeed a murder. Then the
tears stopped and I realized that we had just won a
battle but the war was still raging around people of
color.
We are still viewed by some as having little or no
value. There are still systems in place that ensures
that people of color do not have access to the
perks of being white. There are double standards
in place and some of those who benefit from these
systems hold on to them while proclaiming to be
"Not a racist". I do not want anyone to be deceived
by what we saw when the guilty verdict was
rendered, because true justice would mean that
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, David McAtee,
Daunte Wright, Ahmaud Arbrey, and so many
more would still be with us today.

If we could tear these systems down that
were built on the premise of white
supremacy, we absolutely would have done
so, but we do not have the power to make
this change. Only the people who are
benefiting from these systems have the
power to fight for people of color to be
valued and their life treated with the
highest regard.
It comes down to this fact, there are two
sides: racist or anti-racist. Pick a side and
make sure your actions line up with the side
you have chosen. If there are no
corresponding actions that show you are an
anti-racist then you need to first evaluate
whether this is what you really believe.
Secondly, if it is, then work to educate
yourself and identify the things in you that
need to change. Thirdly, find some work
that you can do to tear down these systems
and go to work. If you really want to see
things change and justice prevail...
CHANGE YOU! Work hard at being (not
appearing to be) the change you want to
see (Gandhi).
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We have also faced another historic challenge. The demand
for racial equity we’ve seen throughout America and in
every community served by VOA Mid-States has tested our
understanding of what our core values of diversity and
justice mean to all of us especially those among us who are
most marginalized. We cannot be a life-changing
organization that gives hope to everyone who seeks our
help without working every day to make those values real
and meaningful to all.

Dear Colleagues,
As I’ve looked back on the past year, I’ve often
thought about our core values and the very
direct relationship of those values to what we
have all experienced together as a VOA family.
The pandemic has challenged our commitment
and it has demanded our maximum compassion.
Because we have displayed those values, we
have accomplished so much and I am very
hopeful we are nearing the end of our COVID
journey. I know the vaccine policy has had some
of our team members face very difficult
decisions and we continue to look for ways we
can provide support and information to
everyone in hopes they will get the vaccine by
June 30.

In the past weeks, in a courtroom in Minnesota, the value of
justice has been put to a very public and defining test. For
so many of us, this trial would answer a simple question –
does America live up to our nation’s fundamental promise
of equal justice for all? Not just for George Floyd and his
family, but for every American, especially our Black and
brown friends and family. Yesterday, after a jury of our
peers delivered its verdict, I want to say that I feel more
hopeful that we can actually all work together toward that
non-negotiable promise.
Of course, we are not done. We are just beginning. I want
to emphasize once again VOA’s commitment to being a
mission for positive change in every community, and our
ongoing and redoubled commitment to justice. As President
Biden said yesterday, “Finally, it’s the work we do every day
to change hearts and minds as well as laws and policies —
that’s the work we have to do. Only then will full justice and
full equality be delivered to all Americans.”
Let’s continue to show commitment for our mission,
compassion for each other, and seek justice for those most
marginalized. I am so grateful to all of you for being part of
this journey with VOA.
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