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Asian & Pacific American Heritage Month– 1
Celebrating Asian & Pacific Americans– 2-3
DE & I Updates– 4
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Eric Yuan founded Zoom in 2011,
aiming to bring people together in a
smooth video environment. His sound
leadership made Zoom into one of the
highest-performing tech IPOs of 2019 as
many embraced the new normal of
working from home. Before founding
Zoom, Yuan was the corporate VP of
engineering at Cisco and one of the
founding engineers and VP of engineering
at Webex.
Yuan has a list of awards and accolades
under his belt, being named one of the
Most Powerful People in Enterprise Tech
by Business Insider, #1 CEO of a large
U.S. company by Glassdoor, and many
others besides.
Born to a family who advocated for Hawaiian
statehood, Haunani-Kay Trask went against the
grain and has spent her life fighting for
independence for her people.
Trask was born in 1949, 10 years before Hawaii
became a state. Though she spent several years in
the mainland while attending the University of
Wisconsin and the University of Chicago, where
she joined the Black Panther Party, Trask focused
on her homeland and preserving native Hawaiian
culture. She returned home to teach at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa, specializing in
Polynesian women, Hawaii’s political movements
and the Pacific Islands. Her work is revered, and
Trask was awarded the Angele Y. Davis Prize in
2019 for her work in education and the arts.
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Dr. Ho has been engaged in HIV/AIDS research
since the beginning of the pandemic, initially
focusing on clinical virology and select topics in
HIV pathogenesis. In the mid 1990s, his
research team conducted a series of elegant
human studies to elucidate the dynamics of HIV
replication in vivo. This knowledge, in turn,
formed the foundation for their pioneering
effort to treat HIV "early and hard" and in
demonstrating for the first time the durable
control of HIV replication in patients receiving
combination antiretroviral therapy. This was the
turning point in the epidemic that an automatic
death sentence was transformed into a
manageable disease. For the past decade and a
half, Dr. Ho has shifted his research focus to
developing strategies to prevent HIV
transmission. A protective vaccine against HIV
remains elusive despite concerted research
efforts. However, Dr. Ho has been leading nonvaccine approaches to block HIV transmission
that have shown considerable promise.
One of the nation’s leading immigration
and Asian American historians, Erika Lee
teaches American history at the
University of Minnesota, where she is a
Regents Professor, a Distinguished
McKnight University Professor, the
Rudolph J. Vecoli Chair in Immigration
History, and the Director of the
Immigration History Research Center. The
granddaughter of Chinese immigrants,
Lee grew up in the San Francisco Bay
Area, attended Tufts University, and
received her Ph.D. from the University of
California, Berkeley. She was recently
elected into the American Academy of
Arts & Sciences, testified before
Congress during its historic hearings on
discrimination and violence against Asian
Americans, was awarded an Andrew
Carnegie Fellowship, (also known as the
nation’s “brainy award,”) and named Vice
President of the Organization of
American Historians.
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Diversity Committee
at Work
Beginning next month the
Diversity Committee will be
taking over the publication of
The Voice Newsletter. This
will give our employees more
involvement in what we
publish each month and gives
them the platform needed to
help us make lasting change.

Help us transform our work spaces into
more inclusive spaces by joining us in the
work we are doing! For more information
or to join our committee contact:
Syreeta Jones at Syreetaj@voamid.org,
Angela Edwards at Angelae@voamid.org,
or Anne Vandervort at annev@voamid.org

