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Brighter futures, because of you.

You have given Akenese and Leutu (pictured 
above) a new life.
 
Your love and commitment not only break down 
cycles of poverty, they make it possible for families 
like Akenese and Leutu to �nd safety.

Akenese ran from her husband due to domestic 
violence that became unbearable. She had 
nowhere to go and no money, but her little girl was 
counting on her to pull through. 

With your loving support, Akenese and Leutu 
found a safe place where they could rebuild 
their lives.

At the shelter, Akenese felt like she was joining a 
family that truly cared for her. She took advantage 
of every opportunity she was given to work and 
better her and Leutu’s lives. She even joined the

PTA at Leutu’s school and served terms as the 
Vice-President and President. She became the best 
mom for her little girl. 
Your encouragement empowered Akenese to �nd a 
job, save money, and move to a new apartment. 
She surprised Leutu with her new home--a place 
where she could grow and thrive. 

Today, Akenese gives back to VOA in an employee 
role. She is now able to help families in similar 
situations �nd independence again. 

Thanks to you, Akenese and Leutu are paying it 
forward. 

$75 will provide a night of rest for a
family like Akenese and Leutu. 

BECAUSE OF YOU, AKENESE IS PAYING IT FORWARD
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After everything I’ve gone 
through, I can �nally see 
a brighter future.

YOU PUT A SMILE ON TONY’S FACE
“For the �rst time in my life, I’m actually happy.” 

See that smile? It’s all because of you! 

Tony Garnett lived all over the West Coast, struggling 
with disability and not able to �nd an a�ordable place 
to live. Each of his living situations seemed to be more 
temporary than the last. He never really felt like he 
had a home.

Now, he says, “This is my last stop--I am home.”

Tony found happiness through our a�ordable housing 
community for seniors. Rather than renting a single 
room, Tony now has a whole apartment, complete 
with a bathroom and kitchen that meet his needs.

He no longer has to struggle to get in and out of 
bed or to take a shower. Now, he is comfortable 
in his new home.

Because of you, Tony is proud of where he is at. 
He says that he is learning to smile for the �rst 
time in his life. He has everything he needs to be 
happy. 

Because of you, Tony never has to worry about 
where he will sleep. Because of you, for the �rst 
time, Tony is �nally home. Thank you! 

$25 will provide a “welcome home” kit for a senior like Tony

Perla is no stranger to pain. When she was just one 
month old, Perla’s mother fled to the United States, 
causing Perla to remain in Honduras under the care 
of her grandparents.

At the age 11, Perla’s dream came true when her 
mother reached out to reunite. She eventually made 
it to the US, and she thought her life would be good. 

Unfortunately, a�er her stepfather began making 
inappropriate and unwanted sexual advances, Perla 
and her 3 younger siblings were taken from their 
mother’s home. Perla was separated from her 
siblings and, from the age 13 to 18, she lived in 5 
di�erent foster homes.

Because of all of these struggles, Perla believed that 
the only person she could rely on was herself. 

She worked hard and graduated from high school. 

She knew she wanted to go to college, but without 
any support, she didn’t know how it would be 
possible.

Thankfully, in you and donors like you, Perla 
found another source of support she could rely 
on. 

Through the Dare to Dream scholarship, Perla is 
now able to attend her local college. She is 
pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice to become 
either a lawyer or an FBI agent and help others 
that might be in similar situations. 

For the �rst time, Perla is hopeful and excited for 
her future.

Because of you, Perla knows she’s not alone. She 
has an entire community of supporters behind her, 
cheering her on, and helping her through school. 

Thank you for being there for Perla. 

YOU ARE GIVING PERLA
HOPE FOR HER FUTURE

$100 will provide a student like
Perla with all their textbooks
for a semester of college.
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YES! I am an ambassador of hope for
neighbors in need.

$25 will provide a “welcome home” kit for a senior like Tony.
$75 will provide a night of rest for a family like Akenese and Leutu. 

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
EMAIL
PHONE

I prefer to charge my gift to:

CARD #

EXPIRATION DATE
CVV

$_____ will change the life of a man, woman or family facing homelessness.
$100 will help a student like Perla a�ord books for college.

You are the common thread in each of these stories. Thank you for providing 
hope to your neighbors. 

@voancnn

When I �rst walked into the shelter at Volunteers of America 19 years 
ago, I could have never imagined that I would be here, writing this 
message to you. 

I was just looking for a break from the 24-hour grind of living on the streets, 
deep in my addiction. I wanted a place where my wife and I could get meals 
for a few days. I never thought that my life would change.

You see, I am living proof that the programs at Volunteers of America 
change lives every day. VOA helped me recover from my addiction, 
strengthen my marriage, and set me on a path to success. Today, I am 
honored to be writing to you as the new Chair of the Board of Directors.

I hope you know that your kindness has made a di�erence in my life and in the lives of many others. I can’t 
thank you enough for the many ways that you have given hope to those in need. I am excited for this 
new chapter, and can’t wait to work with each of you to continue changing lives. 

All my best,

Nick Himphill
Co-Founder, Himphill Electric | Chair, VOA Board of Directors

A Message from VOA Board Chair, Nick Himphill
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